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Provost candidates to visit next week 
 
Following a national search and off-site interviews, the Provost Search Committee has identified 
four finalists. Each candidate will visit the university next week to participate in open meetings 
with students, faculty and staff, and to do a public presentation about student success. 
 
Finalist visits will be held on Monday, April 23; Tuesday, April 24; Thursday, April 26; and 
Friday, April 27. One candidate will visit each day. The identities of the finalists will be 
announced this Friday, April 20. 
 
The schedule of open meetings and presentations each day is as follows: 
10-10:30 a.m. Presentations 
 
Shawkey Dining Room, MSC 
 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Open Meetings with Faculty Shawkey Dining Room, MSC  
1:30-2 p.m. Open Meetings with Students John Spotts Room, MSC  
2-3 p.m. Open Meetings with Staff Shawkey Dining Room, MSC  
 
Please mark your calendar and take advantage of these opportunities to meet and talk with the 
finalists, and to provide feedback to the search committee. 
 
The committee will make available links to an online form for comments at 
www.marshall.edu/provost-searchcAll feedback received will be shared with the search 
committee. 
 
The 10 a.m. Presentations and the 10:30 a.m. Open Meetings with Faculty will be broadcast 
online at https://livestream.com/marshallu for the convenience of those unable to attend in 
person. 
 
After the campus visits are complete and the feedback has been reviewed, the search committee 
will present its recommendations to the president for the final selection. 
 
The search schedule anticipates the new provost will be named before the end of this semester 
and will be on board for the start of the 2018-19 academic year. 
 






Marshall to host Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano 
Competition 
 
Marshall University and the Nu Jazz Agency will present the Ellis 
Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition June 22-23 on 
Marshall’s Huntington campus. Among the largest competitions of 
its type in the world, the competition will be a triennial event in 
Huntington, offering an awards package of more than $200,000 in 
cash and prizes. 
 
Named for NEA Jazz Master, educator and patriarch of “America’s 
First Family of Jazz” Ellis Marsalis, the international piano competition will take place in 
conjunction with the inaugural Huntington International Jazz Festival June 19-23. 
 
“I am very proud and honored to be presenting this competition in partnership with Marshall 
University,” Marsalis said.  “In addition to being the only university in the world with their own 
building dedicated exclusively to the study of jazz, Marshal University also has the type of 
program and support from the community that can truly make a difference to the way this music 
is presented.” 
 
The jazz piano competition will be a two-day contest involving four separate performance 
segments designed to challenge competitors’ abilities across different genres, styles and formats 
of the jazz idiom. These rounds will be judged by Ellis Marsalis himself, as well as Arturo 
O’Farrill, Jon Batiste and special guest judge Branford Marsalis. The judges will select first, 
second and third place winners.  These winners, along with winners for “Best Rendition of an 
Ellis Marsalis Song” and “Best Original Composition,” will be determined after an intensive 
series of competition segments designed to demonstrate performance at the highest level and to 
showcase the broad range of skills necessary to be a pianist of the “first call” in jazz. 
 
The first segment is “New Orleans Heritage,” testing each pianist’s skills in trio format on tunes 
not only from Ellis Marsalis, but from the songbooks of fellow New Orleans contemporaries 
such as Harold Batiste, James Black, Alvin Batiste and Nat Perillat.  The second segment is 
called “Plus One,” which will challenge the pianist to accompany both a singer and 
instrumentalist in bodies of work from the American Songbook. The pieces to be performed will 
be randomly selected from sealed envelopes, on stage in front of a live audience, immediately 
before they perform. 
 
The third segment, “Solo Piano,” will require contestants to play a ballad and a Latin Jazz piece. 
The fourth and final segment is called “The Trio.” Each competitor will be required to perform 
one blues piece, one jazz bebop standard and one original composition. 
 
The winner will receive a $25,000 cash prize; a record contract with ELM Records; and 
management, marketing, booking and promotions assistance from Nu Jazz Agency. First prize 
also includes guaranteed performance opportunities from a bevy of venues and festivals around 
the world, including a night at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola in New York, SOUTH Jazz Bistro in 
Philadelphia, the San Jose Jazz Festival in California and the Ellis Marsalis Center for Music in 
New Orleans. The second-place winner will receive $10,000 and the third-place winner will 
receive $5,000. They also will receive national and international performance opportunities. 
 
The competition will set a new standard for top-tier jazz competitions, said Jerald Miller, 
executive director of the competition and managing director of the Nu Jazz Agency. 
 
“This competition is designed to find true talent and to build truly substantive careers, regardless 
of the age range or sex of competitors, as long as they meet the entry requirements,” Miller said.  
This competition aims to enhance careers of outstanding musicians “by providing a combination 
of essential industry and career supports such as recording, management and promotion, and 
performance opportunities at major venues and international jazz festivals, in addition to a 
substantial cash prize award.” 
 
Marshall is an ideal place for this event because of its commitment to jazz education. 
 
“Changing lives and inspiring extraordinary futures is what we do at Marshall University, and 
we’ve been doing it through our jazz curriculum for many years,” said Marshall University 
President Jerome A. Gilbert. “Although jazz music originated early in the 20th Century, this 
truly American art form remains relevant in our times, demanding collaboration, creativity and 
flexibility.  These skills are vital for tomorrow’s leaders and entrepreneurs and students of jazz, 
whether they become professional musicians or pursue other career opportunities, putting these 
skills to use daily to improvise boldly and to adapt to new environments.” 
 
Marshall University’s jazz studies program offers 13 jazz courses and degrees at both the 
undergraduate and graduate level. They are housed in the Jomie Jazz Center, a 12,700-square-
foot facility with classrooms, practice rooms, media facilities, a recording studio, a rehearsal hall 
and performance spaces dedicated to the study of jazz. Courses focus on performance, arranging, 
history, music technology and production. Marshall has hosted guest artists including 26-time 
DownBeat Critics’ and Readers’ Poll award-winner Steve Turre, Ashlin Parker, and Marsalis, 
giving students chances to engage and interact with masters of the music. 
 
“Ellis Marsalis has been such a huge icon in jazz music and as the patriarch of the Marsalis 
family, but of even greater impact has been his work in jazz education for many, many years,” 
said Dr. Martin Saunders, director of jazz studies and professor of trumpet at Marshall. “Having 
an endorsement of his trust for this program is a great honor for me.” 
 
For more information on the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition, visit 






Use the new #MYHuntington hashtag 
Marshall University and the City of Huntington have started using a new social media hashtag— 
#MYHuntington—to highlight all the great things that happen in Huntington. Please feel free to 






Marshall Sustainability Department hosting Earth Day 
celebration today 
 
Marshall University’s Sustainability Department is hosting its annual 
Earth Day celebration today (Wednesday, April 18) to promote 
sustainable living practices and to educate Marshall students and the 
public about local programs and activities to protect the Earth. 
 
The event will go on from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. April 18 at the 
Memorial Student Center Plaza on Marshall’s Huntington campus, and will include opportunities 
to recycle electronics, paper, plastic and clothing; a 30-foot rock climbing wall; artworks and 
crafts from local artists; information from local environmental and student groups; information 
about sustainable living; and several giveaways. 
 
The event is free and open to all. 
 
For more information, contact Sustainability Coordinator Amy Parsons-White by phone at 304-


































Marshall to host annual state bioscience meeting tomorrow 
 
Marshall University will host the Eighth Annual West 
Virginia Bioscience Summit this Thursday, April 19. 
The program will begin at 10 a.m. at the Brad D. 
Smith Foundation Hall located on 5th Avenue on 
Marshall’s Huntington campus. 
 
Sponsored by the Bioscience Association of West 
Virginia, the daylong program will bring the region’s 
biotechnology company officials, researchers, service 
providers, policy makers, economic developers, funders and others to Huntington to learn about 
the industry’s latest developments and outlook. 
 
Michelle Dixon, president of Huntington-based Alcon Research Ltd.,m will give the keynote 
address at lunch. The program also includes speakers and panelists from Cordgenics LLC, 
Microbiological Consultants Inc. and Progenesis Technologies LLC in Huntington; and Valtari 
Bio and Modulation Therapeutics Inc. in Morgantown; as well as from West Virginia State 
University, West Virginia University and the Kentucky Life Science Council. 
 
Marshall University President Jerome A. Gilbert, who has a background in biomedical 
engineering and research, will be a featured speaker. Sara Payne Scarbro, Marshall’s associate 
vice president for external engagement, will talk about the recently formed Alliance for the 
Economic Development of Southern West Virginia and how the group’s higher education 
institutions are working to help bring jobs to the region. 
 





Marshall, BB&T to host Business and Economics Research 
Symposium at Clay Center tomorrow 
 
The Lewis College of Business and BB&T will host the inaugural Business 
and Economics Research Symposium 5 p.m., Thursday, April 19 at the 
Clay Center for the Arts and Sciences of West Virginia in Charleston. 
 
The purpose of the symposium is to enhance student learning, improve 
business practices and to promote economic development in West Virginia, 
according to Bob Simpson, director of the college’s BB&T Center for the 
Advancement of American Capitalism. 
 
“The focus is to cultivate ideas to advance American capitalism and policies that support best 
business practices and entrepreneurship,” Simpson said. “Student groups submitted projects 
earlier this month in hopes of being invited to attend our inaugural symposium. We will have 20 
student teams presenting these projects during our event and later that night, we will recognize 
three teams who demonstrated innovation and ability to make a positive impact on our region.” 
 
Student presentations will take place 5 to 6:20 p.m. with judging conducted by local and regional 
business leaders. After the ballots are gathered and judging is complete, dinner and special 
remarks will be given by Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of the college; Dr. Jerome Gilbert, 
president of the university; Bobby Blakely, West Virginia regional president of BB&T; and the 
symposium keynote speaker, John B. Jung Jr., who serves as senior managing director and head 
of BB&T Capital Markets. 
 
Three student teams will have the chance to win $1,000 in the following categories: 
 
• Consulting Project Award 
• Ecosystem Project Award 
• Economic Impact Award 
 
Simpson said the building blocks for a vibrant economy include a talented labor force, robust 
networking and a generous supply of creative ideas. He said each of these elements will be 
represented during Thursday’s inaugural Business and Economics Research Symposium. 
 
To learn more about the event, contact Simpson at simpsonr@marshall.edu or by calling 304-
989-1942. For more information on events sponsored by the Lewis College of Business and 













Funding available for fall 2018 undergraduate research and 
creative discovery 
 
The Marshall University Research Corporation has 
announced the availability of a funding opportunity to 
promote undergraduate research and creative 
discovery. 
 
Made possible by funding provided through the Office 
of the President, the Undergraduate Creative 
Discovery Scholar and Undergraduate Research 
Scholar Awards will provide students with an 
opportunity to pursue original creative work, 
scholarship or research under the mentorship of a full-time faculty member during the fall 2018 
semester. 
 
These awards provide a $750 stipend for the student and up to $1,000 for travel and materials for 
one semester. In addition, $750 is provided for the participating faculty mentor for travel. Up to 
14 awards will be made. 
 
Eligibility requirements include the following: 
 
• Applicants must be juniors or seniors with a minimum GPA of 3.0; 
• Applicants must be enrolled at Marshall University for at least 12 hours during the semester 
in which the project is funded; and 
• Applicants must have a letter of support and sponsorship from a full-time faculty member 
who is willing to serve as mentor for the project. 
 
The student’s proposed project can involve research, design, development, field study, creative 
work or performance. The project should require a total commitment of 150 hours of the 
student’s time (i.e., 10 hours per week) over the semester. The project must be structured so the 
student can produce creative or scholarly output (e.g. a presentation, publication, exhibit or 
performance) at the end of the award period. 
 
Applications must be received by 5 p.m. Thursday, April 19, 2018. Full details of the application 
format, submission requirements and the evaluation process are included in the Request for 
Proposals at the link above. 
 











Scholarship donors, recipients honored at annual brunch 
 
Marshall University donors and current recipients of privately 
funded scholarships were honored Saturday at a Scholarship 
Honor Brunch in the Memorial Student Center’s Don Morris 
Room on the Huntington campus. 
 
The event is an annual observance at which donors and 
the scholarship recipients who benefit from their generosity are 
able to meet. 
 
Mary Bunten, 22, a scholarship recipient and biotechnology major from Huntington, addressed 
the audience and discussed what she refers to as “planned happenstance.” 
 
“Planned happenstance is a term coming to be known as both an attitude that you gain and 
actions that you take. It is the ideology that you can create opportunities by taking action on your 
curiosity without letting a certain ‘path’ pin you down. Throughout my journey at Marshall, I 
lived the planned happenstance way of life and I was greeted with success and adventure beyond 
my wildest expectations,” Bunten said. 
 
Recipient of the Nancy Pelphrey Scholarship for Marching Band, Flag Corp and Dance Team, 
Bunten said her time at Marshall has prepared her to pursue her Ph.D. in genetics, genomics and 
bioinformatics this fall. 
 
A scholarship recipient during his undergraduate years, Marshall President Jerome A. Gilbert 
spoke at the brunch about the importance of opening doors through financial support at the 
university level. 
 
“At Marshall, we understand the key to unlocking the potential in each of us is achieved through 
higher education. Oftentimes, higher education isn’t possible without financial support. This is 
why it is so important we host events like this annual scholarship brunch to recognize our donors 
for their commitment to helping students achieve their goals,” Gilbert said. “Without their 
support, many of our students would not be here today. We are eternally grateful for these 
members of our Marshall family who have chosen to give back in this way.” 
 
Dr. Ron Area, chief executive officer of the Marshall University Foundation, said the foundation 
will continue to sponsor events like this to recognize donors and recipients. 
 
“For many of our scholarship students, college is a blind leap of faith,” Area said. “They do not 
necessarily begin college with a scholarship. Donors also are taking a blind leap of faith, 
assuming the recipient of the scholarship attends class, studies hard and gets good grades. 
Scholarships do more than open financial doors for students; they provide support in terms of 
confidence that someone believes in them. Donors help students realize this leap of faith will be 
remembered as a stepping stone on their path to higher achievement.” 
 
Area said more than 400 people attended today’s event, including donors, scholarship recipients 
and members of the university community. 
 
To learn how to establish a scholarship to help students succeed, contact Krystle Davis at the 





Photo:  Mary Bunten, a biotechnology major from Huntington, spoke at the annual Scholarship 







Marshall Sports Medicine Institute partners with West Virginia 
Futbol Club to provide athletic training services to youth 
athletes 
 
The Marshall Sports Medicine Institute (MSMI) has announced a new partnership with the West 
Virginia Futbol Club (WVFC), a youth travel soccer club, that will provide sports medicine 
services to its more than 400 players. 
 
“As the largest and most successful travel soccer club in West Virginia, WVFC is committed to 
providing its players the best and most comprehensive services available,” said Randall 
Coleman, president of the West Virginia Futbol Club. “Our players and families will gain a high 
level of comfort knowing MSMI will be available to them for all their prevention and sports-
injury-related needs.” 
 
MSMI will provide sports medicine services to players ages 8 to 19 during regional tournaments 
and practices. Baseline and follow-up concussion testing will also be available, helping to ensure 
a safer return to soccer if a concussion does occur. 
 
“At the Marshall Sports Medicine Institute, we place safety and prevention at the forefront 
during the games,” said Tom Belmaggio, coordinator of sports medicine at MSMI. “Our certified 
athletic trainers will ensure WVFC players get the proper medical treatment as quickly as 
possible.” 
 
MSMI provides athletic training services to middle and high schools across three counties in 
West Virginia. For more information about the athletic training outreach program, call 304-691-
1880. For more information about the WVFC, visit www.westvirginiafutbolclub.com. 
 
The Marshall Sports Medicine Institute is a collaborative initiative among Cabell Huntington 
























































MURC announces faculty funding opportunity for spring 2019 
 
The Marshall University Research Corporation is pleased to 
announce the availability of a funding opportunity to promote 
faculty scholarship and creative works. 
 
Made possible by funding provided by the provost through the 
Office of Academic Affairs, the John Marshall University 
Scholars Awards for Spring 2019 provide a four-course 
reassigned time (full teaching release) to provide awardees with a semester to produce a 
significant creative or scholarly output. Two awards will be made per semester. 
 
There are several eligibility requirements: 
 
• Applicants must be full-time probationary tenure-track or tenured faculty members or 
librarians at Marshall University; 
• Faculty recipients are expected to devote the full period of the award to the proposed 
project; therefore, recipients cannot teach or accept overload assignments during the award 
period; and 
• Faculty members are eligible for only one award—academic year or summer—within a 
three-year period. They may apply for both simultaneously. 
 
The proposed project can involve research, design, development, field study, creative work or 
performance. The project should be structured so that the awardee can produce creative or 
scholarly output (e.g., a presentation, a paper ready for publication submission, exhibit, or 
performance) at the end of the semester or summer award period. 
 
Applications must be received by 5 p.m. Thursday, April 19, 2018. Full details of the 
application format, submission requirements and the evaluation process are included in the 
request for proposals, which is available at the link above. 
 








Marshall’s Opera Workshop to perform at Fifth Avenue Baptist 
Church 
 
Marshall University’s Opera Workshop will present 
Dido and Aeneas by Henry Purcell at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, at Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, 
1135 5th Avenue, Huntington. 
 
This fully staged production will be performed under 
the musical direction of Dr. David Castleberry and 
Dr. Alexander Lee, and Lee’s stage direction. It will 
feature harpsichordist Mike Campbell and a cast that includes Sean Price as Dido; Zachary Doss 
as Aeneas; Cayce Murphy as Belinda; Shelby Gerlach as the 2nd Woman; Cierra James as the 
Sorceress; part-time faculty member Hillary Herold as 1st Witch; Kristin Johnson as 2nd Witch; 
Brandon Cavendish as the Spirit; and Nicholas Dietrich as the Sailor. Erin Sears will serve as 
stage manager for the production. 
 
The performance is free and open to the public, with sponsorship from the Marshall University 
School of Music. 
 
Marshall’s Opera Workshop has offered several performances celebrating music and other arts. 
This fully staged production will feature the harpsichord, a baroque-era instrument, as well as 
operatic singing and acting, an art form that is performed rarely these days, said Lee, who is 
coordinator of voice studies at Marshall. “We keep presenting various operas to make this genre 
stay alive,” Lee said. 
 






Rec Center begins early-bird registration for summer Healthy 
Herd Camps 
 
Marshall Recreation Center will be 
hosting the 2018 Healthy Herd Youth 
Camps beginning May 29 and running 
through Aug. 10. Early bird 
registration for the camps ends May 7. 
Register early and save! The camps 
will run weekly with three different 
age groups: ages 4-6 (Little Marcos), 
ages 7-9 (Bison Buddies), and ages 10-
12 (Future Herd). 
 
Campus Recreation strives to provide top-notch recreation camp services for all campers that 
attend. In order to meet this goal, we have created recreation-themed weeks and activity specific 
learning objectives for each age range to deliver a quality experiential education for the area’s 
youth. 
 
Early bird weekly prices are as follows: $75 for members and $105 for non-members. Regular 
registration prices are: $105 for members and $135 for non-members. Each day of camp runs 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Before and after care is available if needed. Care is free for members and 
$10 per day for non-members. 
 












Faculty/Staff Achievement: Andrew Nelson 
 
Andrew Nelson, director of direct services for the West Virginia Autism 
Training Center, recently co-authored “Essential Self-Advocacy and 
Transition,” with colleagues Valerie Paradize, Susan Kelso, and Alexander 
Earl. Published in the April 2018 issue of Pediatrics, the official journal of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the article details the importance of 
self-awareness and self-advocacy skills in the transition to adulthood for 
individuals diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The article can be 
found at this 






Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Ian Levstein 
 
Ian Levstein, computer operations manager at the Forensic Science Center 
(FSC), successfully defended his doctoral capstone project at Morehead State 
University April 9 to earn a doctorate in education. He created a markerless 
augmented reality application to aid crime scene investigation training for 
forensic science students. He received an M.S. in Technology Management 
from Marshall and has worked at the university since 2001. He has been with 












The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 25, 2018. Please send items for 





To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/April-18-2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
